DISCIPLESHIP: BEGINNINGS!
GOD'S   LOVE!
To get a true perspective of God's love for us, it's necessary to get a glimpse of his perfection and holiness, and also be able to see our own imperfection.  A simple example, which the Lord gave me some time ago, goes like this.  Take a petal from the plainest wild flower, put it under a powerful microscope, and see the flawlessness; the greater the magnification, the greater the perfection seen.  Now take one of the masterpieces of man's creation, like the Mona Lisa, for example. The closer one gets to it, even without magnification, the more flaws and imperfect​ions one sees.
According to Jesus Christ, the greatest form of human love is that of laying down one’s life for one’s friends. (Jh.l5:13)  But God showed his love for us by sending his only begotten Son, Jesus, who laid down his for us, while we were still God’s enemies, and dead to him. (Rom.5:8-10, Jh.3:16)
Among the many blessings we have received as a result of God's love for us, are first, the fact that we who have truly believed God are now alive to him in Christ.  Second, we are seated with him in the heavenly places, also in Christ.  Third, in the coming ages he will show us the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness, once again in Christ Jesus. (Eph.2:4-9, 2Thess.2:16-17)
In all of this it is so very important to remember that it wasn’t us, but God who loved first. (1Jh.4:10 & 19)
Now, while trying to understand the greatness of that love with our very finite minds is described by the prophet as like trying to measure the heavens, or exploring the foundations of the earth. (Jer.31:37)  Nevertheless we can fully experience and know the perfection of his love in our lives by doing what God requires of us i.e. by loving one another, laying down our lives, especially in living for each others eternal good, and no longer just our own.  (1Jh.4:12, 20 & 1Jh.3:16)
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